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a. □ Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 CFR 1 .^S3(c) for 

a period Of months. (Period of suspension shall not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i) required) 

b. □ Other 



3. | Fees | The RCE fee under 37 CFR 1 .17(e) is required by 37 CFR 1.1 14 when the RCE is filed. 
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process) an application Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C 122 and Ar CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including 
gatnenng preparing, and submitting the completed application form to th^USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complele this form and/or suggestions for reducing the burden, should be sen! to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
IS?™? ™?®'Ji S - Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



I . INTRODUCTION 



This is in response to Examiner's comments in the Reply Brief 
mailed September 30, 2002 (Paper No. 21) . Please amend the 
Application as follows: 
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